BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



This invention relates to enclosing fishing hooks in a safe manner while leaving 
the hook or hooks on the fishing pole while stowed. It is also a new means of packaging 
new lures for sale as they appear on the rack in a retail environment. Fishing lures already 
are offered in plastic boxes for sale therefore as the invention is simply a plastic box itself 
it would not be difficult when manufacturing the packaging to add the inventions 
specifications nor hinder the retail process. Rather the dual purpose would be a plus. 

Often when putting away fishing poles after fishing the lure is left on the fishing 
pole by attaching a hook onto an eyelet of the fishing pole and then tightening the line so 
the lure remains in a fixed position. This leaves the sharp hooks or hook in a dangerously 
exposed. The hooks or lures become snagged on the car seat the dog the kids or yourself. 
The fishing hook enclosure apparatus would remedy this dangerous situation by 
enclosing the hook or hooks while leaving them on the fishing pole making storage safe 
and convenient. 

The fishing hook enclosure apparatus is also a marketing tool in a large public 
forum such as The Bass Masters fishing competition. The hook enclosure could for 
example be a small Budweiser can given away for marketing exposure. It would also hide 
what type of lure you were using from your competitors. 

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART 

Various fishing lure enclosure apparatus s are known, such as those disclosed 
in U.S. patents numbers Des.5,056,256 (Truax), 5,220,742 (Lewis), 5,452,538 
(Trefiak), 5,505,014, (Paullin) and 6,014,831, (Curry). However most attach to the 
fishing pole itself some permanently and are large and in the way. None attach to the 
eyelet of the pole. None are used for packaging for the lure as a sale item. None are 
marketing tools. None are as convenient. Trefiak does not cover the whole lure and 
makes it impossible to attach it to the eyelet of the pole. Most are more expensive to 
manufacture and more complicated as they are not easily removable. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

The invention concerns a box that encloses fishing lures or hooks. The 
invention is a fishing hook enclosure apparatus designed for among other things to keep 
the sharp hooks out of harms way during storage while leaving the hook or hooks 
attached to the pole. The invention is an enclosure for a lure or hooks that can be made 
from plastic in a die cast process. It could be made from recyclable material or cardboard. 

The invention has a hook on one end of the enclosure to hook to an eyelet of 
a fishing pole and could have a bendable tongue to close the open hook end. The hook is 
part of the box which encloses the lure and has an opening for the fishing line on the 
opposite side of the box leading back to the real. The enclosing "box" could be 
cylindrical, square or round. The idea is to enclose fishing lures or single hooks which 
come in many different sizes and shapes. 



FISHING HOOK ENCLOSURE APPARATUS 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A fishing hook enclosure apparatus includes a first container portion 
which includes exterior attachment means and a first line access notch. A 
second container portion is attached to the first container portion by first-to- 
second attachment means. The exterior attachment means and the first line 
access notch are located at opposite ends of the first container portion. 
Preferably, the exterior attachment means are in the form of an exterior 
attachment hook. Once a fishing lure and fishing hooks are contained inside the 
closed container formed by the first container portion and the second container 
portion in a closed condition, the fishing lure and the fishing hooks are 
prevented from snagging or hooking into any person or object in the 
environment surrounding the closed container. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the first-to-second 
attachment means include a hinge. The first container portion is in the form of 
a first half-cylinder portion; the second container portion is in the form of a 
second half-cylinder portion; and the hinge connects the first half-cylinder 
portion and the second half-cylinder portion together. Preferably, a lock is 
provided for locking the first half-cylinder portion to the second half-cylinder 
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portion when the first half-cylinder portion and the second half-cylinder portion 
are in a closed condition. 

The second half-cylinder portion can also include a second line access 
notch, and the first line access notch and the second line access notch are placed 
in registration with each other when the first half-cylinder portion and the 
second half-cylinder portion are in a closed condition. The first line access 
notch and the second line access notch form a combined line access notch when 
the first line access notch and the second line access notch are placed in 
registration. 

10 In accordance with another embodiment of the invention, the first 

container portion is in the form of a box-like non-hinged container portion; the 
second container portion is in the form of a box-like non-hinged lid; and the 
first-to-second attachment means include a lid engagement flange on the non- 
hinged container portion which receives the non-hinged lid. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



The invention will be better understood and the above objects as well as 
objects other than those set forth above will become more apparent after a study 
of the following detailed description thereof. Such description makes reference 
to the annexed drawing wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side view showing a first embodiment of the fishing hook 
enclosure apparatus of the invention, in use, enclosing a fishing lure and hook 
and secured to a ring on a fishing rod. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged side view of the embodiment of the fishing hook 
10 enclosure apparatus shown in Figure 1, contained in circled region 2, and 
removed from the ring and the fishing rod. 

Figure 3 is a top view of the embodiment of the fishing hook enclosure 
apparatus of Figure 2 taken along line 3-3 thereof. 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of the embodiment of the invention 
shown in Figure 3 taken along line 4-4 thereof. 

Figure 5 is perspective view of the embodiment of the invention shown in 
Figures 1-4 in an open condition. 
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Figure 6 is an exploded perspective view of a second embodiment of the 
invention in which a non-hinged lid fits on a non-hinged container portion. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

With reference to the drawings, a new and improved fishing hook 
enclosure apparatus embodying the principles and concepts of the present 
invention will be described. 

Turning to Figures 1-5, there is shown a first embodiment of the fishing 
hook enclosure apparatus of the invention generally designated by reference 
numeral 10. In the first embodiment, fishing hook enclosure apparatus 10 
includes a first container portion which includes exterior attachment means and 
a first line access notch 14. A second container portion is attached to the first 
10 container portion by first-to-second attachment means. The exterior attachment 
means and the first line access notch 14 are located at opposite ends of the first 
container portion. Preferably, the exterior attachment means are in the form of 
an exterior attachment hook 24. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the first-to-second 
attachment means includes a hinge 28. The first container portion is in the form 
of a first half-cylinder portion 12; the second container portion is in the form of 
a second half-cylinder portion 26; and the hinge 28 connects the first half- 
cylinder portion 12 and the second half-cylinder portion 26 together. 
Preferably, a lock 34 is provided for locking the first half-cylinder portion 12 to 
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the second half-cylinder portion 26 when the first half-cylinder portion 12 and 
the second half-cylinder portion 26 are in a closed condition. 

The second half-cylinder portion 26 can also include a second line access 
notch 30, and the first line access notch 14 and the second line access notch 30 
are placed in registration with each other when the first half-cylinder portion 12 
and the second half-cylinder portion 26 are in a closed condition. The first line 
access notch 14 and the second line access notch 30 form a combined line 
access notch when the first line access notch 14 and the second line access 
notch 30 are placed in registration. 

10 Turning to Figure 6, a second embodiment of the invention is shown. 

Reference numerals are shown that correspond to like reference numerals that 
designate like elements shown in the other figures. In addition, the first 
container portion is in the form of a box-like non-hinged container portion 22; 
the second container portion is in the form of a box-like non-hinged lid 20; and 
the first-to-second attachment means include a lid engagement flange 32 on the 
non-hinged container portion 22 which receives the non-hinged lid 20. 

To use the first embodiment of the invention, the lock 34 is unlocked, 
and the second half-cylinder portion 26 is rotated around the first half-cylinder 
portion 12 along the hinge 28 to provide the open condition shown in Figure 5. 
20 A fishing lure 1 1 which includes fishing hooks 17 is laid inside the first half- 
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cylinder portion 12, and the second half-cylinder portion 26 is rotated around 
the hinge 28 to form the closed condition as shown in Figures 1-4. Before the 
closed condition is provided, the fishing line 19 is positioned in the first line 
access notch 14. When the second half-cylinder portion 26 is closed with 
respect to the first half-cylinder portion 12 in the closed condition, the fishing 
line 19 is positioned in the combined line access notch formed by the first line 
access notch 14 and the second line access notch 30 which are in registration 
with each other. Once the fishing lure 1 1 and the fishing hooks 17 are 
contained inside the closed container formed by the first half-cylinder portion 12 
10 and the second half-cylinder portion 26, the fishing lure 1 1 and the fishing 

hooks 17 are prevented from snagging or hooking into any person or object in 
the environment surrounding the closed container. 

Once the fishing lure 1 1 and fishing hooks 17 are contained inside the 
closed container, the closed container can be stabilized with respect to the 
fishing rod 15 in the following manner. The exterior attachment hook 24 of the 
fishing hook enclosure apparatus 10 is hooked onto a selected ring 13 on the 
fishing rod 15. Once the exterior attachment hook 24 is hooked onto the 
selected ring 13, the reel 21 is operated to tighten the fishing line 19. When 
this is done, the tightened fishing line 19 secures the exterior attachment hook 
20 24 onto the selected ring 13 so that the closed container is secured in a fixed 
position on the fishing rod 15. 
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To use the fishing lure 11 and the fishing hooks 17, the reel 21 is 
operated to reduce the tension on the fishing line 19 so that the exterior 
attachment hook 24 can be unhooked from the ring 13. Then, the closed 
container is opened and the fishing lure 1 1 and fishing hooks 17 are removed 
from the container. Then, the container is placed in some location for storage 
until needed again. 

Use of the second embodiment of the invention is similar to the use of 
the first embodiment of the invention with the following differences. When the 
apparatus is in the open condition, the non-hinged lid 20 is removed from the 
10 non-hinged container portion 22. When the apparatus is in the closed container, 
the non-hinged lid 20 is placed on the non-hinged container portion 22 with the 
non-hinged lid 20 engaging the lid engagement flange 32 on the non-hinged 
container portion 22. 

The components of the fishing hook enclosure apparatus of the invention 
can be made from inexpensive and durable metal and plastic materials. 

The foregoing detailed description is considered as illustrative only of the 
principles of the invention. Numerous modifications and changes will readily 
occur to those skilled in the art and therefore, it is not desired to limit the 
invention to the exact construction and operation shown and described. 
20 Accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents falling within the broad 
scope of the subject matter described above may be resorted to in carrying out 
the present invention. 
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